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riages in the royal family, visits of the Governor of Madras,
or the reception of state letters and documents. A brief
description of the first durbar which the writer attended
may interest our readers. This took place on the 2nd of
May, 1860. The occasion was the reception of an autograph
letter and handsome present from her Majesty the Queen to
the late Eajah. Invitations had been issued by the Eesident,
on behalf of the Eajah, to most of the Europeans resident in
the country, so that the unusually large number of thirty or
forty were present at the durbar. The native houses in the
town were decorated with bright-coloured flowers and plan-
tain trees in fruit, and festoons of flowers and the green
leaves of the palm tree cut and plaited into a variety of
ornamental shapes, were strung across from house to house.
At three o'clock we drove to the palace, and entered a mag-
nificent pavilion which had been erected for the occasion.
This was prettily adorned with garlands, hangings, mirrors
and ornamental work, and supplied with showy European
furniture. At the head of the room stood an ivory throne,
with a shield and bow at the sides ; above it was a glittering
canopy supported by four silver pillars. In this hall the
guests were already assembling, and a crowd of native officials
stood around. The Dewan, a pleasant-looking man, short in
stature, with a very intelligent countenance, fair complexion,
and bright expressive eyes, dressed in white robes with gold
spangles, and a white turban, engaged in polite conversation
with the visitors.

Shortly afterwards, the Eajah, a rather stout and fine-
looking man, entered the room, accompanied by the Princes,
his nephews. He wore a robe of green satin, and a white
turban, garnished with emeralds and a drooping plume of
feathers, with two large pendent pearls. After bowing to
the company, his Highness passed on to view his little
army drawn up with military display in front of the palace,